‘Keeping Children Safe’

Questions and Answers
1. Why do we need to have ISA/CRB checks?

1.1 It is an essential requirement, of our membership of English Karate Federation (EKF). 
1.2 It demonstrates that M.S.K.F is exercising its ‘duty of care’ towards children and young people.  Without these checks M.S.K.F could be seen as culpable in the event of an incident of physical, emotional and/or sexual abuse.
1.3 The Vetting & Barring Scheme is currently under review by central government; however, there is still a requirement for CRB checks to be carried out under the Protection of Children Act 1999. 
2. Why do we want to have them?

2.1 We promote Shotokan Karate as a way that children, young people and adults can ‘be healthy’ and ‘stay safe’; it therefore makes sense that they are ‘safe’ while with us

2.2 It gives reassurance to parents and to children and young people themselves.
2.3 It enhances the reputation and standing of M.S.K.F and Shotokan Karate, as a whole.

3. What do we have to do?

3.1 Every M.S.K.F Club Head and Instructor must have a valid, enhanced CRB check which should be renewed every five years.  The responsibility for completing a CRB application lies with the individual Club head & Instructor, supported by the Child Protection Officer (MSKF).

3.2 An enhanced check means that:

(a) Police records will be checked for criminal convictions

(b) Any additional information held on Police records will also be checked, including Department for Education lists.

4. What will happen if I have a current or previous conviction?

4.1
A criminal conviction or other information arising from the CRB check will not automatically disbar someone from being an M.S.K.F Club Head or Instructor.  NB: If this applies to you, please talk (in confidence) to the M.S.K.F Chairman and Club Senior Head before the check is submitted; this information will be shared only to the Club Chairman and the M.S.K.F Child Protection Officer. 

4.2 In the event of a ‘positive’ response to the CRB check, the following process will take place:

(a) The applicant will be interviewed by the Child Protection Officer (M.S.K.F) with particular reference to the specific nature of the offence; how long ago it took place and the Police/Court outcome.
(b) Report and recommendations will be referred to the M.S.K.F Panel and a decision will be made as to whether the applicant can be accepted or continue to act as an M.S.K.F Club Head or Instructor.  A judgement will also be made, regarding the timescale for any re-application. 
(c) The applicant will be informed, verbally, of the decision followed by written confirmation.  The Club Heads, where applicable, will be informed of the decision.   NB: This decision will be final, with no right of appeal.

5. Can I still train with MSKF, if I am unable to act as an Instructor?

5.1
In the main, yes, however, if you have committed an offence against children or a serious act of violence or an offence deemed to bring the federation into disrepute, your membership of the Federation could be withdrawn. 

6.
What if I am accused or charged with a criminal offence or allegation at work?

6.1
You will need to share this information, as soon as possible with the Club Head, who will seek advice from the Child Protection Officer (M.S.K.F).
6.2
A decision will then be made by the M.S.K.F Chairman, with advice from the Child Protection Officer (M.S.K.F), as to whether your approval to act as a M.S.K.F Club Head or Instructor is temporarily withdrawn, ‘without prejudice’, pending the outcome of the charge/allegation.
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